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			Fostering Knowledge of the Human Experience
		

				

					

		

				
			
								
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
							We study French, Italian, Portuguese, and Spanish, as well as the cultures throughout the world where they are spoken and written, and the classical languages and cultural heritage of Greece and Rome, enabling us to become proficient in these languages, literatures, and cultures, and to think critically about the world.
						

				

					

		

							

		
				
							

							
					
			
								
				
			We offer
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							Individualized Attention
						

				

				
				
							Small class sizes from award-winning faculty, staff and advisors
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							Service Learning & Research
						

				

				
				
							Programs and classes dedicated to service learning and research opportunities
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							Career Connections
						

				

				
				
							Establishing connections for mentors, guest speakers, and networking events						

				

					

		

							

		
					

		

							

		
				
							

							
					
			
								
				
			Program opportunities
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							Classics & Mediterranean Studies
						

				

				
				
													

				

				
				
							A minor in Classical and Mediterranean Studies encourages a greater appreciation of our classical past, and a deeper contemplation of the traditions and ideas that have shaped the world.
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							French
						

				

				
				
													

				

				
				
							Programs are designed for students who want to develop excellent reading, writing, listening and speaking skills in the French language and build a strong understanding of the history and cultures of the French-speaking world. RCS offers an undergraduate minor, B.A., M.A. and Ph.D. programs in French.
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							A minor in Italian provides students the opportunity to acquire advanced knowledge of Italian language and cultures with study abroad opportunities. 
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							The Portuguese minor creates a more globally aware, internationally focused student with knowledge of the language as well as the cultures of the Portuguese-speaking world.
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							The Spanish minor, B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. programs encompass the richness and diversity of language, literature and culture in the Spanish-speaking world. RCS also provides opportunities for immersion in language and culture through study abroad and other experiences.

						

				

					

		

				
			
									

		

							

		
					

		

							

		
				
							

							
					
			
								
				
			Program opportunities
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							Classics & Mediterranean Studies
						

				

				
				
													

				

				
				
							A minor in Classical and Mediterranean Studies encourages a greater appreciation of our classical past, and a deeper contemplation of the traditions and ideas that have shaped world.
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							Designed for students who want to develop excellent reading, writing, listening and speaking skills in the French language and build a strong understanding of the history and culture. French offers a minor, B.A., M.A., and Ph.D.
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							A minor in Italian provides students the opportunity to acquire advanced knowledge of Italian language and cultures with study abroad opportunities. 
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							Spanish
						

				

				
				
													

				

				
				
							This program encompasses the richness and diversity within the language, literature and culture. It provides opportunities for immersion in Spanish-speaking cultures through a study abroad. Spanish offers a minor, B.A., M.A., and Ph.D.
						

				

					

		

				
			
					

								
				
															[image: Boat on a river in the city Porto]															

				

				
				
							Portuguese
						

				

				
				
													

				

				
				
							The Portuguese minor creates a more globally-aware, internationally-focused for students with knowledge of the language as well as the Portuguese culture.
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							Hispanic studies
						

				

				
				
													

				

				
				
							The program prepares students in the language, literatures, and cultures of the Hispanic world, with an emphasis on literary, linguistic and cultural studies and scholarly investigation. Hispanic Studies offers a M.A. and Ph.D.
						

				

					

		

							

		
				
				
					
			

		

				

				

					

		

							

		
				
							

							
					
			
								
				
			student clubs
		

				

				
				
							The language clubs in RCS offer the opportunity to learn about and share experiences related to diverse cultures, languages, and people.
						

				

				
						
					
			
								
				
			Classics Society
		

				

					

		

				
			
								
				
			French Club
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				Prof. Safoi Babana-Hampton Releases Film Trailer			
		


		

			
							
					
						
					
					Posted onApril 8, 2024April 9, 2024				

						


		Safoi Babana-Hampton, Professor of French at RCS, recently released the official trailer of her HARP Large-Scale Development grant-funded documentary feature “Chœurs atlantiques” (Tales from the Atlantic Beyond). Public release of the ...
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				2024 MSU Student Translation Competition in Spanish and French			
		


		

			
							
					
						
					
					Posted onMarch 29, 2024April 2, 2024				

						


		The MSU Translation Center and the Department of Romance and Classical Studies are proud to announce the launch of the first ever MSU Translation Competition. Open to Spanish and French ...
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				College Mourns the Passing of Spanish Professor			
		


		

			
							
					
						
					
					Posted onMarch 18, 2024March 18, 2024				

						


		The College of Arts & Letters at Michigan State University is mourning the passing of Virginia Ruifernández-Conde, an Assistant Professor of Spanish in the Department of Romance and Classical Studies. ...


			



	

	
	

		

				

				
				
					
			
						
						
							
						View All News
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			RCS DEI Committee Series Workshop: Inclusive Language in the Classroom
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
							Come join us on Friday, November 11, 2022 from 3-4:30 pm in Wells Hall A334! 
How do we use inclusive language when teaching Romance Languages?
						

				

				
				
							LEARN MORE >
						

				

					

		

							

		
				
						
					
			
								
				
			Citizen Scholar Interns in Argentina
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
							Spanish major Carla Simone experienced a different culture while teaching English to students in first through seventh grade at Colegio Norbridge in Buenos Aires, Argentina, as part of a two-month summer internship.
						

				

				
				
							READ MORE >
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							“Working closely with faculty gives me a different perspective than just a student viewpoint. I get to see how the department and administration works and I know it will help me in the future when I become a Professor.”
						

				

				
				
							Jonathan Montalvo
						

				

				
				
							PhD graduate, Hispanic Cultural Studies Program
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                        PhD Students Hannah Olsen and Vanessa Weller Present at International Colloquium                


                

                                        


                                        On Feb. 22, PhD students Hannah Olsen and Vanessa Weller presented at the 20th and 21st Century French and Francophone Studies International Colloquium in Philadelphia, PA. The theme of the conference was independence, and authors were asked to write and submit an essay explaining how artists and intellectuals from the French-speaking world have expressed their […]
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                        Scott Boehm Presents at ALCESXXI Colloquium                


                

                                        


                                        On Feb. 3, Scott Boehm presented a major public humanities project in a virtual colloquium organized by ALCESXXI. Boehm, among four other scholars from separate institutions, were invited to present their new projects within 21st century Spanish literature and cinema. Boehm presented and shared the launch of the digital film archive MADRID 2015, an archive […]
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                        Italian Program Students Attend Concert by Amir Issaa                


                

                                        


                                        On Feb. 12, students from our department’s Italian program ventured to Detroit for a series of events by Afro-Italian rapper Amir Issaa to celebrate Black History Month. The morning of, the eighteen students arrived early at Wayne State University in two MSU VANs driven by professors Carmen De Lorenzo and Valentina Denzel. Amir Issaa started […]
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                        Festival of Listening                


                

                                        


                                        On Mar. 13th, the RCAH Center for Poetry is partnering with MSU’s Arts Living-Learning Community (ALLC) to present an evening of untranslated poetry for the first time since 2020. The Festival of Listening offers the opportunity to share and enjoy poetry in any language that is not English. In past years, participants have recited poems […]
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                        Second Successful French-Language Film Festival                


                

                                        


                                        From Monday November 6 to Friday November 10, 2023, RCS’ second French-Language Film Festival –newly renamed for the late, beloved Prof. Anna Norris– drew over 150 enthusiastic viewers to screenings of some of the best of modern francophone cinema. The featured films all explored the theme of love, each with its own focus on the […]
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                        Latinx Film Festival 2024                


                

                                        


                                        The third edition of the Latinx Film Festival will take place February 15-18th, 2024! The majority of LxFF films and special events are FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!
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